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as a present from me, and that Madame de Laborde, who pretends to be disinterested, accepted a handsome cup and saucer. In fact, the latter was done in consequence of her urgency. I insist that this conduct arises from pure malice, and write with my pencil the following :
Clara, your avarice you boast,
And boast, too, your goodnature ; I know not which you prize the most,
I guess which is the greater.
The proffered present you refuse,
But make your friend receive ; For what she takes you her abuse,
And me, for what you leave.
This has been a fine day, clear but cold. The ice remained all day in the shade."
" Go to see [November 26th] Madame de Bre"han and M. de Moustier, who are just returned from America. Converse with her a considerable time, always inquiring-news of my country, and she desirous of obtaining the state of her own ; natural on both sides, but of course much variegated. -M. de Moustier has much to say about the American debt, and gives reason to believe that no bargain can be made for it. I call on the Marshal de Segur, who is ill with the gout. Some conversation about the proposed reduction of the pensions. I disapprove of it, and this disapprobation, which with me is sincere, suits very well with the ideas of the Marshal, who is one of the most considerable pensioners. See De Moustier again tonight at Madame de La Suze's. He is now well pleased with America and believes in her good disposition and resources; is charged with the request on her part that this Court will make no negotiation whatever for the debt, but will postpone the instalments for three years longer, and then the interest beginning with the next year shall be regularly provided for. I tell him that I think M.ome sugar-dish for her tea-equipage. This is by way of introduction to the story that she (who pretends to be very avaricious) would not accept of ones yesterday with M. Necker and theshould be augmented to fifty millions by a creation of twelve thousand five hundred shares payable in silver. Loustalot opposed Necker's scheme on the ground that it would simply associate the nation in the bankruptcy of the Caisse d'Escompte, for if the Caisse d'Escompte had the credit, it had no use for a national guarantee, and if the nation had the credit, it was not necessary for the Caisse d'Escompte to establish a Caisse Nationale, Bouchez and Roux mention that Necker's project made but little sensation, as several of the journals did not even notice it.
